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The Enggano language and its speakers

● Austronesian

● ± 1,500 speakers
○ endangered

○ increasing shift towards 

Indonesian

(Hemmings & Arka 2023)

Hemmings, Charlotte & I Wayan Arka. 2023. Evidence of contact with Malay/Indonesian in the Enggano Language. (Ed.) Hiroki Nomoto & Asako Shiohara. NUSA: Linguistic 
studies of languages in and around Indonesia (Language Contact between Malay and Indigenous Languages) 75. 19–51. https://doi.org/10.15026/0002000126.

https://doi.org/10.15026/0002000126


The Enggano language and its speakers

● Austronesian
● ± 1,500 speakers

○ endangered
○ increasing shift towards 

Indonesian

● Most vital in central villages
○ Meok, Apoho, Malakoni

● Northern & Southern villages
○ higher NON-Enggano population
○ accelerating the language shiftter Keurs (2006: 134)

(Hemmings & Arka 2023)

Hemmings, Charlotte & I Wayan Arka. 2023. Evidence of contact with Malay/Indonesian in the Enggano Language. (Ed.) Hiroki Nomoto & Asako Shiohara. NUSA: Linguistic 
studies of languages in and around Indonesia (Language Contact between Malay and Indigenous Languages) 75. 19–51. https://doi.org/10.15026/0002000126.
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Genealogical debate about Enggano

Austronesian
Dyen (1962; 1965):

isolate within AN

Nothofer (1986):

within Barrier-Islands-Batak group

Edwards (2015):

primary branch within MP

Billings & McDonnell (2024):

within Sumatran sub-group of MP

Non-Austronesian
Capell (1982):

remnant of pre-AN languages

Blench (2014):

not an AN language

Summary of the debate:

Krauße, Daniel (f/c): From past to present: Enggano as an 
Austronesian language. To appear in: Enggano: Historical and 
Contemporary Perspectives. London: EL Publishing.



Lingering questions…

The dynamics of phonological, morphological, and lexical changes

1. Why do the old wordlist deviate so much from each other?

2. What caused rapid lexical replacements in such a small language?

3. What influences from other languages were there?

4. What did the 19ᵗʰ century dialectal situation of Enggano look like?

5. Can we detect more AN cognates that have so far been overlooked?



Contribution to current linguistic development

- Growing interest in large cross-linguistic lexical database (e.g. the 

LexiBank [List et al. 2022], LexiRumah [Kaiping et al. 2019], 

TransNewGuinea.org [Greenhill 2015])

- EnoLEX offers a new dimension: diachrony

- EnoLEX focuses on a single language and its development over time

- Language preservation of Old and Contemporary Enggano

Greenhill, S. J. (2015). TransNewGuinea.org: An Online Database of New Guinea Languages. PLOS ONE, 10(10). 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0141563

Kaiping, G. A., Edwards, O., & Klamer, M. (Eds.). (2019). LexiRumah 3.0.0. Leiden University Centre for Linguistics. 
https://lexirumah.model-ling.eu/

List, J.-M., Forkel, R., Greenhill, S. J., Rzymski, C., Englisch, J., & Gray, R. D. (2022). Lexibank, a public repository of standardized wordlists with 
computed phonological and lexical features. Scientific Data, 9(1), Article 1. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41597-022-01432-0
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Data sources

● Early wordlists (1850 - 1895)
○ e.g. von Rosenberg (1855), van der Straaten & Severijn (1855), Walland (1864), Oudemans 

(1879), Helfrich & Pieters (1891), Helfrich (1888, 1891, 1893), Modigliani (1894), Abs vd 
Noord (1895) in Stokhof (1987)

● First extensive dictionary and phrases by Helfrich (1916)
● Kähler period (data from the 1930s)

○ Grammar sketch (Kähler 1940)
○ Text Collection (Kähler 1955, 1957, 1958, 1960, 1961, 1962, 1964, 1975)
○ Enggano-German Dictionary (Kähler 1987, published posthumously) with reverse index 

● Recent work (post-1970s)
○  Amran et al. (1979), Capell (1982), Kasim et al. (1987), Yoder (2011)

● AHRC-funded project (2018 - present)
○ documentation & lexical resources



Data Sources
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The Curation Processes

1. Etymologisation

2. Linking the English Gloss to CONCEPTICON

3. Orthography and IPA phonemic transliteration



# 1: 

Etymologisation: grouping 
words of the same origin



Snippet of the raw database - wide format

Sources of the words in diachronySemantic domain & Glosses

word forms



Etymologisation results: The case of ‘house’



Etymologisation results: The case of ‘house’

Cognate set (ID 1043)



Etymologisation results: The case of ‘house’



Cognate set (ID 1044)

Cognate set (ID 1045)

Etymologisation results: The case of ‘house’



Also identifying 
Proto-Austronesian (PAN) 
and Proto-Malayo 
Polynesian (PMP) 
reconstructed forms 
(cf. the Online Interface part later)



# 2: 

Linking the English gloss 
to CONCEPTICON



Steps

1. Using pyconcepticon Python package (Forkel 2022) for initial mapping 

between English glosses and the corresponding concepts in 

Concepticon catalogue (List et al. 2016, 2023)

2. Manual correction of the initial mapping results

Forkel, R. (2022). pyconcepticon: Programmatic curation of concepticon-data (Version 3.0.0) [Python; OS Independent]. https://github.com/concepticon/pyconcepticon
List, J.-M., Cysouw, M., & Forkel, R. (2016). Concepticon: A Resource for the Linking of Concept Lists. In N. Calzolari, K. Choukri, T. Declerck, S. Goggi, M. Grobelnik, B. Maegaard, J. Mariani, H. Mazo, A. Moreno, 

J. Odijk, & S. Piperidis (Eds.), Proceedings of the Tenth International Conference on Language Resources and Evaluation (LREC 2016) (pp. 2393–2400). European Language Resources Association 
(ELRA). http://www.lrec-conf.org/proceedings/lrec2016/summaries/127.html

List, J.-M., Tjuka, A., Van Zantwijk, M., Blum, F., Ugarte, C. B., Rzymski, C., Greenhill, S., & Forkel, R. (2023). CLLD Concepticon 3.1.0 (Version v3.1.0) [Dataset]. Zenodo. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/ZENODO.7777629



Raw file of the gloss before mapping to Concepticon: https://github.com/engganolang/enolex/blob/main/data/enolex-gloss-to-map_2024-1810.tsv 
Bash code file to run the Python package pyconcepticon on the raw gloss file: https://github.com/engganolang/enolex/blob/main/codes/sh-code_01-pyconcepticon.sh 
Final file for gloss + Concepticon mapping after manual editing: https://github.com/engganolang/enolex/blob/main/data/enolex-gloss-mapped-to-edit_2024-1810.tsv
History records of the manual edits:https://github.com/engganolang/enolex/commits/main/data/enolex-gloss-mapped-to-edit_2024-1810.tsv    

https://github.com/engganolang/enolex/blob/main/data/enolex-gloss-to-map_2024-1810.tsv
https://github.com/engganolang/enolex/blob/main/codes/sh-code_01-pyconcepticon.sh
https://github.com/engganolang/enolex/blob/main/data/enolex-gloss-mapped-to-edit_2024-1810.tsv
https://github.com/engganolang/enolex/commits/main/data/enolex-gloss-mapped-to-edit_2024-1810.tsv


# 3: 

Orthography & IPA phonemic 
transliteration



Orthography transliteration: Motivation

Easier comparison across different wordlist in different periods

YEAR AUTHOR GIVEN FORM GLOSS STANDARDISED 
FORM

IPA

1894 Modigliani (e)coignò hungry koiñO /koiɲɔ/

1891 Helfrich & Pieters kok²njok hungry ko'ñok /koʔɲok/

1895 (in 1987) Stokhof & Almanar kŏnjŏk hungry kOñOk /kɔɲɔk/



Orthography transliteration: Overall steps

1. Setting up common orthography for different periods

2. Matching the common orthography with the IPA phoneme

3. Using qlcData R package (Moran & Cysouw 2018) for orthography 

profiling and (orthography and IPA) transliteration

Orthography & IPA transcription directory for each wordlist: https://github.com/engganolang/enolex/tree/main/ortho 
R codes for processing the orthography: https://github.com/engganolang/enolex/blob/main/codes/r-code_04-1-orthography-profiling.R 

https://github.com/engganolang/enolex/tree/main/ortho
https://github.com/engganolang/enolex/blob/main/codes/r-code_04-1-orthography-profiling.R
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https://enggano.shinyapps.io/enolex/ 

Source codes (curation steps and web app) : https://github.com/engganolang/enolex 
R code file for the web app: https://github.com/engganolang/enolex/blob/main/enolex/app.R 

https://enggano.shinyapps.io/enolex/
https://github.com/engganolang/enolex
https://github.com/engganolang/enolex/blob/main/enolex/app.R


Two Ways of Searching EnoLEX

1. Concept Search

2. Global Search



Concept Search



Concept Search At the moment: Search based on the 
English gloss



Concept Search Colour- and numeric-codings for Cognate 
sets



Concept Search Link to the relevant concept in Concepticon 
online database



Concept Search: gloss<->Concepticon concept link



Concept Search
Link to the relevant cognate sets in the 
Austronesian Comparative Dictionary online



Concept Search: Etymological reconstruction link



Concept Search
Button for pop-up containing notes and 
comments for each period or for a given 
Cognate ID/group



Global Search



Global Search: Exact Match (default)



Global Search: Regular Expression



Global Search: Partial Match



Sources



Sources Table



Sources Table
Link to the original (full-text) document 
(if available online)



Future plans

1. Individual word list for each author accessible from the Sources tab

2. Search for individual entries/forms

3. Indonesian Concept Search
a. Currently it is accessible via Global Search by inputting Indonesian terms
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