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In an effort to document and understand the diachronic change of Enggano (Glottocode: 

engg1245; ISO 639-3: eno), an endangered Austronesian language spoken on Enggano island in 

Indonesia, our team presents EnoLEX, a diachronic lexical database comprising legacy material 

starting as early as 1850. The records come in different shapes and sizes. Some are simple listings 

of Dutch lexemes with their Enggano equivalents (Boewang 1854; Von Rosenberg 1855; Van der 

Straaten & Severijn 1855; Walland 1864; Helfrich & Pieters 1891), others are comparative 

wordlists (Oudemans 1879; Modigliani 1894; Kasim et al. 1987), dictionaries (Helfrich 1916; Kähler 

1987), or texts interspersed with Enggano expressions (Helfrich 1888). Our database is 

complemented with fieldwork material of contemporary Enggano gathered between 2018-2024. 

 

The curation process includes the etymologisation of word forms in a spreadsheet to ensure that 

historically unrelated forms are assigned individual IDs even though they are glossed the same in 

the original records (e.g. kiho ‘ant’ and akiaki ‘ant’ are different entries). This step will facilitate 

the investigation of diachronic change of the same concept without being misled by the presence 

of unrelated forms. The collation and etymologisation of the lists are carried out by a team of 

experts in comparative historical linguistics. 

 

The second step includes retro-digitising (i) the Enggano-German dictionary (Kähler 1987) 

(through an online database entry system for crowdsourcing the manual typing of entries), and 

(ii) the Dutch-Enggano dictionary (Helfrich 1916) through OCR and manual correction. Finally, 

we standardise different orthographies across the wordlists using the set-up common 

orthography. The database is implemented using Golang (back-end) and React (front-end). 

 

EnoLEX will constitute one of Indonesia's first publicly available, searchable diachronic databases 

of an endangered language. EnoLEX spans material of over 150 years allowing historical, 

statistical, dialectal, and comparative analyses of phonological, semantic, and lexical change 

within the same language. Our work contributes to the growing presence of lexical databases not 

only for linguistics (List et al. 2022) but also for investigating human prehistory and cultural 

evolution (Gray, Drummond & Greenhill 2009). 
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